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 About 25 men have been studying prayer during the month of January. It has  

been an eye-opening experience for many. Each of us entered as first graders  

spiritually speaking. Perhaps you would like to take the 31 day journey. The book  

is called “With Christ in the School of Prayer” by Andrew Murray. Murray was a  

man from the 1800’s who lived in South Africa, so if you pick up the book I recommend you find the 

updated English! 
 

Here is a brief taste of his words: 

 Lord, teach us to pray. Yes, to pray. This is what we need to be taught. Though in its beginnings, 

prayer is so simple that the feeblest child can pray, yet at the same time it is the highest and holiest 

work that man can accomplish. Prayer is fellowship with the unseen and Most Holy One. The powers of 

the eternal world have been placed at its disposal. It is the very essence of true religion, the channel of 

all blessings, and the secret of power and life. It is not only for ourselves, but also for others, for the 

church, and for the world that God has given the right to pray and to take hold of Him and His strength. 

It is on prayer that the promises wait for their fulfillment, the kingdom for its coming, and the glory of 

God for its full revelation. But how slothful and unfit we are for this blessed work. Only the Spirit of God 

can enable us to do it right. How speedily we are deceived into resting in the form, while the power is 

lacking. Our early training, the teaching of the church, the influence of habit, and the stirring of the 

emotions – how easily these lead to prayer that has no spiritual power and avails little. 

 True prayer takes hold of God’s strength and avails much – to which the gates of heaven are 

opened wide. Who would not cry, “Oh, for someone to teach me to pray like that!” 

 We are carnal and cannot bring God the worship He seeks. But Jesus came to give the Spirit: 

He has given Him to us. Let the disposition in which we set ourselves to pray be what Christ’s words 

have taught us. Let there be the deep confession of our inability to bring God the worship that is pleas-

ing to Him, the childlike teachableness that waits for Him to instruct us, and the simple faith that yields 

itself to the breathing of the Spirit. 

Murray, Andrew. With Christ in the School of Prayer: A 31-Day Study 

Pastor Brian 



A  W o r d  f r o m  o u r  Y o u t h  P a s t o r  
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 Well, it’s 2021 and Forge is back! Crazy to look back at 2020 

and look at all the things that happened in youth. The ways that God 

moved, the relationships that were formed, the growth that hap-

pened in our students - so much to be thankful for in 2020. But, we 

are just as hopeful and expectant for the things that God will do 

through our ministry in the coming year.  

 We started off 2021 talking about our identity in Jesus in a 

series called, “Who am I?” We talked about how there are many 

things that might make up who we are; like the things we like, the 

relationships we have, our family even. But, a lot of that is dependent 

on the circumstances around us, what we are 

good at, the school we go to. But the Bible says 

that our true identity is in Jesus, and that we are 

called children of God in Galatians chapter 4. 

That identity is dependent on God. So we talked 

about what it means to be a child of God and 

how we should live that out.  

 The next couple months we are planning 

to talk about our legacy and how the time is now 

to start taking Jesus seriously, to pursue Him, to 

find answers to our questions. If we can start 

now to do these things, God will shape us and 

help us become more like Him. As a result, we 

can influence the people around us and leave a 

lasting legacy that is marked by the work of Je-

sus.  

 In the business meeting I shared a verse 

that has been on my heart when it comes to 

Forge. In case you were not there, Matthew 6:33 

says “Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you 

need.” I want this be our #1 Goal in youth - to help our students seek the Kingdom of God. Too often we 

put our focus on getting our students to read their Bibles, or getting them to make better decisions, behave 

better, etc. But I think Jesus is saying in this verse that our focus should be on the kingdom and on Him. If 

our focus is there, then everything else will be added to us. If we focus on seeking the Kingdom, it will lead 

us to wanting to spend more time with Him which will lead us to wanting to read the Bible more. Our focus 

as leaders should be first and foremost on helping our students seek the Kingdom. As a result, they will 

want to be with Jesus more, want to make better decisions, and so much more.  
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 “In a world where you can be anything, be kind.” This is a quote that I see a 
lot. Yes, it seems simple but do we do this? Kindness is something our world lacks 

and I’m ready to challenge our kids (and all of 
us) to exhibit kindness to one another. We’re 
in February the month of love, after all.  

We want to be different. Stand out from the 
crowd. We want to truly be the light of Jesus 
for others to see in this dark world. It begins 
with us. We’ll be defining kindness as showing 
others they are valuable by how you treat 
them. Last month, we heard the story of Jesus 
replying to a religious leader that the greatest 
commandments were to Love God and Love 

Others (Matthew 22:36-40). In PAC Kids this month, we are going to be focusing on becoming Super Fans, 
that is cheering each other on - showing them this love, kindness, and encouragement. Our months go hand 
in hand and I’m so excited for this. I look forward to these lessons because I think sometimes even as adults 
we need to be reminded of things that we would consider pretty basic lessons.  

God was kind to us even when we didn’t deserve it. Because of His love for us, we can be kind to everyone. 
Kindness is a fruit of the Spirit. When you show kindness to others, you give them a glimpse into the heart of 
God, and how much God loves them. Kindness should be a characteristic of people who follow Jesus. Not on-
ly did Jesus model kindness, but He also commanded it. He taught us to treat others the way we want to be 
treated.  

Often kindness can feel like an obligation. Because of that, we tend to do the bear minimum when it comes 
to showing kindness. What if we helped kids look at it differently? What if we helped them see that kindness 
can be extravagant and unexpected. It’s that sort of kindness that can change people’s hearts and show them 
how much God loves them.  

Our verse is lengthy but our PAC Kids are pretty amazing so I know they will rock memorizing this verse. 
Please work with your kids at home to hide God’s Word in their hearts. We want to fill our hearts and minds 
with God’s Word. “YOU ARE GOD’S CHOSEN PEOPLE. YOU ARE HOLY AND DEARLY LOVED. SO PUT ON TENDER 
MERCY AND KINDNESS AS IF THEY WERE YOUR CLOTHES. DON’T BE PROUD. BE GENTLE AND PATIENT.” CO-
LOSSIANS 3:12, NIRV  

This month’s lessons: 

Week 1: God Was Kind to Us (Ephesians 4:32) | Be kind to others because God is kind to you. 

Week 2: Ruth and Boaz | Be kind to your family and friends. 

Week 3: Go the Extra Mile (Matthew 5:41) | Be kinder than you have to be. 

Week 4: The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) | Be kind to people who are different from you. 

We’re going to be on the lookout for kindness! I hope you’ll join in with us in being kind and sharing the love 
of Jesus with those we are around. When we love others well, we are also sharing the love of our Heavenly 
Father with them!  
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FIFTY YEARS AGO 

February 1971 

• A youth Sunday was held with 

the youth leading the music 

and scripture reading. 

• Lyndon Harms, Eddie Thiessen, 

Bobby Schmidt and Carol 

Harms presented a skit for an 

evening service. 

 

FORTY YEARS AGO 

February 1981 

• The Adriel Ladies sponsored a 

Valentine’s Banquet at the 

Ramada Inn in Clinton for 

$7.50 a plate. 

• A “Focus On the Family” video 

series was shown on Sunday 

evening in February and March. 

• AWANA Clubbers presented a 

program and were recognized 

for their first awards. 

• Average Attendance—116 

 

“Touch of History for Valentines.”  

They traveled to Cattlemen’s 

Restaurant in OKC. 

• A Storytime was held at church 

for preschoolers and their moms 

on Wednesday mornings. 

• During February we were giving 

the name of a child in our kid’s 

ministry to pray for. 

• Ave. Att.—258 

 

ONE YEAR AGO—February 2020 

Average attendance—244 

 

CHURCH STATISTICS 2021 

December Ave. Attendance: 

             Sunday School—115 

          Morning Worship—167 

         Wednesday—127 

January Ave. Attendance:  

              Sunday School—146 

          Morning Worship—180 

                   Wednesday—120 

       

THIRTY YEARS AGO 

February 1991 

• Leonard and Leona Vogt came 

as our part-time interim pasto-

ral couple. 

• The MBY hosted  “Spuds 

Spectacular” as a fundraiser 

after the morning service. 

• Average Attendance—131 

 

TWENTY YEARS AGO 

February 2001 

• OASIS Valentine’s Party was a 

great meal prepared by Dirk 

Bouma and a Sing-a-long with 

Kathy Miller. 

• Possibility People went bowl-

ing on a Shepherd Group 

night. 

• Average Attendance—259 

 

TEN YEARS AGO 

February 2011 

• All those 50+ were invited to a 

Pink Room—1st Sunday—Stephanie Harris,  

  Cortney Bell 

     2nd Sunday—April Javorsky, LaNae  Meacham,  

  Raquela Jones 

     3rd Sunday—Nicole Akin, Angela Day, Madi 

  Meacham 

     4th Sunday—Kirby Hood, Keely Anderson 

 

Blue Room—1st Sunday—Kim Lippencott 

2nd Sunday—Lanita Nikkel, Kara Wall 

3rd Sunday—David and Karen Schoenhals 

4th Sunday—Travis and Deirdrah Dyck 

Green Room—1st Sunday—Liz Lindamood 

2nd Sunday—Matt & Lindsey Fast 

3rd Sunday—Brooke Caswell, Ashlyn Pugh 

4th Sunday—Carissa Cox, Denise Pearcy 

 

Red Room—1st Sunday—Holly Funk, Brittany  

  Williams, Kilee Funk, Cara Williams 

2nd Sunday—Angela Day, Rebecca Miller, Nora  

  Lindamood, Miriam Hicks 

3rd Sunday—Neelie Lindamood, Lorelia Bull, Phyllis Miller 

4th Sunday—Presley Fast, Braylie Schmidt, Kara Wall 
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T r e e h o u s e  F a v o r i t e  C o l o r  N i g h t  

Can you guess the favorite col-

ors of these people.  They had a 

fun time showing off their colors 

on Wednesday, January 20th. 

Don’t forget the next special 

evening will be Team Spirit Night 

on Wednesday, February 10th.   
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111Project                                          by Katy Lubbers 
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Hello! 

  

I want to tell you about an exciting opportunity coming to Custer County! 111Project has asked to bring 

the CarePortal to Custer County. 111Project exists to mobilize the local Church so that no child is without 

a family. 1 Church, 1 Family, for 1 Purpose could change everything! 111Project’s CarePortal network is 

an exciting collaboration that connects churches, agencies, and community partners around addressing 

the needs of hurting children and families.  This is done through a geographically based communication 

system that invites the local church and community to help. Opportunities on CarePortal include support-

ing children and families in crisis, foster care support, reunification efforts, adoption finalization, to assist-

ing youth who are aging out. 111Project suggests we need six church partners in Custer County before 

they can bring the CarePortal to us and begin training the church partners. Are you willing to help fill the 

gap of the needs of our community? You would know exactly where your donation or efforts are going. It 

will not always be a monetary donation needed, but sometimes it may be helping transport mattresses to 

parents whose children cannot come home until they have  beds, or it could be helping put together beds 

for foster families who were placed with children in the middle of the night. The opportunities and needs 

are endless. 

  

111Project utilizes the CarePortal Platform to connect churches to real time opportunities for prayer and 

meaningful connections in the community. CarePortal helps 111Project churches strategically engage the 

first three parts of the 111Project Pledge.  Through Prayer, a Point Person, and the Portal (CarePortal) 

churches take a significant first step in engaging the child welfare crisis in their local community.  Through 

a commitment to an annual meaningful Pulpit message for the 111Project Purpose we believe we can 

see a day when every child will have a family. The way it would work is, CarePortal will send a need 

through email to the church’s contact person. If this is a need the contact person feels their church could 

fill, then the contact person would then forward the email out to all willing participants who have already 

signed up. 

  

Thank you, 

  

| Katy Lubbers | CWSIII, Region 1, District 2 

| OKDHS- Child Welfare Services 

| Office 580.331.1900 |Cell 

580.309.3536 

  



 

P a g e  9  

A Baptism will be held 

Sunday, February 7th.  

Come join with us as we 

celebrate these who 

want to follow the Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

Our church is responsible to have a volun-

teer at the Food Pantry every Monday in 

February from 1-4 pm.  If you could help 

with this, please sign up at the Infor-

mation Booth.  We have been assured 

that you will not have to have contact with 

the public. 

 

 

 

 

A CHILD DEDICATION is 

being planned for Sun-

day, April 11th.  If you 

would like to partici-

pate in this, please 

contact Stephanie Har-

ris, Early Childhood Di-

Upcoming Events 



The Food Pantry is a ministry in which our church helps, along with 

other churches in Weatherford.  They ask each church in town to pro-

vide something each month for the pantry.  During the month of FEB-

RUARY our church is asked to provide all kinds of canned fruit.  These 

donations can be left on the North counter in the kitchen and they will 

be delivered to the pantry.  The Food Pantry provides a valuable ser-

vice to people who are really in need in our community. Please Give! 

F o o d  P a n t r y  
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Wednesday Night Fun! 



8 - T r a c k s  
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 Not knowing what 

the weather would be like 

the midddle of January, 

we decided to stay close 

to home for our January 

21st meeting.  Twenty-

four of us met at Lucille’s 

Roadhouse for good food 

and great fellowship.  It’s 

always fun when we can 

get together just to talk 

and catch up with each 

other. 

The next meeting 

will be Sunday 

evening, February 

21st when we will 

meet in The Gath-

ering at 5:00 for a 

Chili Supper.  

There is a sign-up 

sheet at the Infor-

mation Booth for 

you to sign up .  

This will be a “bring something 

meal” so sign up to do that 

too!! 



Covid-19 Challenges 
Since this is our year-end newsletter, we 

thought we give a summary of the year.   

Jan - The year begins as normal except that 

we didn't receive a long enough visa on our 

annual run to Mexico. 

Feb - Quick weekend run to Houston on ri-

diculously cheap tickets to get a longer vi-

sa. 

March - The world goes into lockdown and 

CAG suddenly went online.  Angel was 

thankful for her preparation to create an 

online program over a weekend.   

April & May - We were on complete lockdown and rarely left the house except for food.  But CAG still had school 

online.  It was a busy time putting out fires and getting all of the teachers and students settled in an online environ-

ment. 

June & July - Angel worked tirelessly to get CAG ready to start school fully online.   

August & September - We all worked hard either teaching online or studying online.  During this time, Reggie start-

ed making food deliveries that we have written about before. 

October & November & December - We were so thankful to be able to spend this time with family in the US while 

we still worked at teaching all of our classes online.  It is something we feel so blessed to have been able to do.   

So this is a lot of what our last 3 months have looked like.  This picture was from 

Guatemala but we did the same things in the US.  The kids did school on their own.  

I am thankful for big sisters helping little sisters with math!  

We miss people.  This time of separation has made us painfully aware of why we do 

what we do and we miss the students.  We LOVE our family.  We LOVE these girls 

that God has given to us, but we miss our students and the families too.  We aren't 

meant to do this alone and in isolation.  God calls us to meet with the community of 

believers and to serve and love one another.  But social distancing makes this so 

much harder!!  But in spite of this difficult time for the entire world, we can see the 

hand of God moving.  The church in Guatemala has grown as people have reached 

out due to real need.  We pray that these good habits that began during the lock-

down will grow into real lifestyle changes and that these new followers will continue 

to seek God even when the situation improves.    

One of the things that we were the most thankful for during Oct - Dec was the fact that we were in the US and able 

to move about a little bit more.   

We are so thankful that we were able to be in the US to celebrate Christmas with our families.  We celebrated 

twice.  Once in OK with Reggie's parents, and once in TX with Angel's.  I know this might seem like a normal thing to 

most of you, but we can count on one hand the number of Christmases that we have spent in the US.  Of course, 

this isn't a complaint because we are thankful for the life we have chosen, but it does make this Christmas a little 

sweeter.   

Prayer Points 

• Pray for education around the world as we all seek 

to educate our students and children in this new learn-

ing environment. 

• Pray for worldwide missions during this time of so-

cial distancing.  There are so many around the world 

who cannot be reached via online methods.  Pray for 

those who still wish to serve in person in places where 

it is increasingly difficult to do so. 

• Pray for guidance for us as we look ahead to the  

                future 

P a g e  1 2  
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December is harvest time in many of our global mission locations with teams having opportunities to share the Gospel in 
the context of the Christmas story. In particular, our workers in Southeast Asia have led hundreds to Christ in recent 
weeks and we want to thank you for participating through your prayers and gifts! Here’s one story from that region that 
Jeremy and Adrienne Penner shared from the Burmese work. It’s about a woman of faith named Pastor Janu, who was 
abandoned by her husband several years ago and fled her home in Myanmar to Thailand desperately looking for work 
with her four small children in tow. In Thailand, she met Jesus and her life was transformed. Today, she’s living a life of 
sacrifice and sharing the Gospel with her people. This is her inspiring testimony: 
  
“Jesus can come back anytime—I’m ready! In fact, this evening would be just fine! Last month, my four adult children 
and I gave away everything we had for our Christmas outreach. We emptied our wallets, our piggy banks and our savings 
account. We gave endless hours to praying, crying out to God for souls, inviting neighbors, preparing food, testimonies, 
dramas and the Gospel message in order to be ready for multiple outreaches in many locations around Mae Sot, a place 
where thousands of poor and desperate Myanmar people cross the border legally and illegally every day. And it was 
worth it! Since Christmas we’ve been living by faith, completely depending on God to provide for us. It’s freeing actually 
to completely surrender my family into the hands of God. And he is providing! Random people are sending me money, 
and feeding us. Hallelujah! God is so good!” 
  
This is the fruit of sacrificial living—a harvest for eternity—because Pastor Janu and her family have chosen to live like 
eternity matters more than earthly comforts. Her sacrifice matters—it matters to all of her disciples and our team of 
church planters that are watching her live for Christ. It spurs them on and gives them faith that God will provide for 
them too. But more than that, Pastor Janu’s sacrifice matters to the 395 people in her city who just heard about the sav-
ing love of Jesus Christ for the first time and put their faith in him. 
 
I’m reminded of the sacrifice of the widow’s mite (Mark 12:41-44) that Jesus commended. As we live on mission in 2021, 
what is the Lord asking us to sacrifice?   Join us this year in “Listening to the Word” each day and praying daily for our 
global workers. 
  
We have been so encouraged by the financial support and prayers of our churches over this past season! We are pub-
lishing our second financial quarter results here and again we are ahead of budget with some of our strongest year-end 
giving months ever. Thank you! Your investments are transforming lives in mission.  
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Our annual Winter Business Meeting was 

held Sunday evening, January 24th at 

6:00.  We heard reports from various 

boards and voted to approve the budget 

for 2021.  See the minutes from this 

meeting on the window by the church of-

fice. 

Winter Business Meeting 

       

https://multiply.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f84254a33c1628adfff19698&id=8db7bdf67d&e=c09063c325
https://multiply.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f84254a33c1628adfff19698&id=d1347255c5&e=c09063c325
https://multiply.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4f84254a33c1628adfff19698&id=d1347255c5&e=c09063c325


 

 

 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

        

 1 
9:00 am—Staff 

Meeting 

1:00—4:00 pm –

Food Pantry 

6:30 pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

2 
6:00  pm—

Women’s Bible 

Study 

6:30 pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

3 
10:00 am—Ministerial 

Alliance 

6:00 pm—Treehouse 

6:00 pm—Bridge 

6:00 pm—Forge 

 

4 
9:00 am—

Encouragers 

5 
 

6 

   

  

7 
BAPTISM 

9:30 am—SS/ABF 

10:30 am—Worship 

11:00—KOW 

 

8 
9:00 am—Staff 

Meeting 

1:00—4:00 pm –

Food Pantry 

6:30 pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

9 
ELECTIONS 

6:00  pm—
Women’s Bible 

Study 

6:30 pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

10 
6:00 pm—Treehouse 

(Team Spirit Night) 

6:00 pm—Bridge 

6:00 pm—Forge 

11 
5:00 pm—Eta Iota 
Sigma Movie Night 

in our sanctuary 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
9:30 am—SS/ABF 

10:30 am—Worship 

11:00—KOW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21 
9:30 am—SS/ABF 

10:30 am—Worship 

11:00—KOW 

5:00 pm—8-Tracks 

 

 

 

 

 

28 
9:30 am—SS/ABF 

10:30 am—Worship 

11:00—KOW 

15 
9:00 am—Staff 

Meeting 

1:00—4:00 pm –

Food Pantry 

6:30 pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

7:30 pm—

Deacons 

  
 

22 
9:00 am—Staff 

Meeting 

1:00—4:00 pm –

Food Pantry 

6:30 pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

8:00 pm—Deacon 

Meeting 

 

 

 

16 
6:00  pm—

Women’s Bible 

Study 

6:30 pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 
 

 

 
 

 

 

23 
6:00  pm—

Women’s Bible 

Study 

6:30 pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 
6:00 pm—Treehouse 

6:00 pm—Bridge 

6:00 pm—Forge 

 

 

 
 

 

 

24 
6:00 pm—Treehouse 

6:00 pm—Bridge 

6:00 pm—Forge 

 

 
 

 

 

 

18 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

25 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

20 
Noon—WOCS 

Fundraiser 

 
 

 
 
 

 

27 

 

 

 

 
 



   8—Robert Nikkel 

10—Ralfie Cox 

11—Davis Day 

15—Alan Foster 

16—Raquela Jones 

21—Jackie Aaron 

21—Amos Jones 

21—Blaze Malone 

23—Brock Meacham 

29—Axel Creswell 

29—Gaylord Flood 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 

   1—Stephanie Harris 

   1—Brennan Schmidt 

   1—Lanita Nikkel 

   2—Max Burd 

   3—Isaac Keasler 

   3—Keith Manney 

   4—Jadalynn Blatnick 

   4– Kyle Johnson 

   5—Jennifer Lindamood 

   6—Vivian Henson 

   7—Kelly Martin 

   8—Miriam Henson 

ANNIVERSARIES 

19—Keith and Kathy Sawatzky 

    

1321 Lark Street 

Weatherford, OK  73096 

Phone: 580-772-2190 

Fax: 580-772-7190 

Email: pineacres@pineacres.org 

 

Pastor:   Brian Harris 

Youth Pastor:  Dave Stegall 

Children’s Director:  Carrie Schmidt 

Early Childhood Director:  Stephanie Harris 

Worship Leaders:  Rebecca Manney 

Office Manager:  Nancy Fast 

WE’RE ON THE  WEB: 

PINEACRES.ORG 


