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We wish you a Merry Christmas!   

Brian, Dave, Carrie, Tom,  

Rebecca, Sandra and Nancy 

C h r i s t m a s  G r e e t i n g s  f r o m  

y o u r  S t a f f  
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A  W o r d  f r o m  o u r  Y o u t h  P a s t o r  
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 Last year I came across an article that talked about ways to 
create spiritual vibrant households within your family. I thought it 
made some really good points, so thought it would be a good idea 
to share here.  Hopefully it is helpful for you! 
 

Becoming Spiritually Vibrant Households 

 There are some factors in the development of our faith that 
are beyond our control. Namely, as chapter two covered, families of 
origin and personal heritage have a significant degree of influence 
on how a Christian is introduced to, grows in and expresses faith 
throughout their life. To some extent, one’s location, education, re-
sources, house- mates and even community are also fixed.  

 This report has looked at some of these established charac-
teristics that shape the spiritual dimensions of our lives and how they affect Christian households today—but 
the data frequently point to other aspects that are the product of choice. 

 Ultimately, rituals and relationships have a meaningful impact on faith formation and can be replicat-
ed regardless of a household’s category or context. Namely, how much a household talks about faith, com-
mits to shared spiritual disciplines or opens both heart and home to others is up to its members and leaders. 
The households that do all of the above have a certain vitality about them. In fact, the respondents that occu-
py households where these rituals are prioritized—which we’ll examine in more detail below—are prone to 
call their home atmosphere “loving” (70%), “joyful” (60%), “playful” (50%) and “nurturing” (41%).  

 The Barna Group set about grouping the households in this sample to better understand practicing 
Christians who are most engaged both with their faith and with others, and who seem to enjoy a warm, 
interactive household environment in the process. The goal was to focus on factors that are not exclusive to 
a particular age or stage and indicate a commitment “to teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread 
and to prayer” (Acts 2:42, NIV). In addition, Barna wanted to understand the groups that are participating in 
these rituals and relationships with the most frequency. After all, in a shifting religious climate, plenty of 
Christians have relegated spiritual expression to their private sphere, and even the majority of nominal Chris-
tians (93%) discusses faith with housemates on at least a monthly basis. So what about the households that 
do so most consistently, alongside others within and beyond their home?  

 As stated, this study alone can’t really reveal the depth of a household’s spiritual interactions—but it 
can speak to a household’s diligence in this area. So Barna created a variable that sorts respondents by fre-
quent engagement in three markers of an actively nurtured faith:  
 

l Spiritual practices—defined here as praying every day or two and reading the Bible weekly all together  

l Spiritual conversations—defined here as talking about God and faith at least weekly all together  

l Hospitality—defined here as welcoming non-family guests regularly, or at least several times a month 
 

 There is much more to this article, but I didn’t want to overwhelm any of you by overtaking the En-
courager! :)   

 If you are interested in reading more, let me know and I can e-mail you a full copy of it. 
 

Pastor Dave 



C h i l d r e n ’ s  D i r e c t o r  

C a r r i e  S c h m i d t  
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 Christmas can be filled with all sorts of emotions. Some people easily experience 
the joy of the season. Some rest in the hope that God is making all things new. But others 
struggle to find peace due to life’s circumstances. I think we’d all agree that 2020 has been 
one wild and crazy year. I’m excited that in PAC Kids we’re going back to the basics and 
simply celebrating Christmas this month.  

 The truth is Jesus is the best gift God ever gave. Jesus was proof that God loves us 
and we can trust God no matter what. Because of Jesus, it’s possible for us to have a rela-
tionship with God that will last forever. As we remember the Christmas story, we take time 
to celebrate the greatest gift the world has ever known and rediscover joy, hope and peace 

as we rest in the unconditional love of God.  

This month we begin the Christmas season with 
a prophecy from Isaiah 9:6 where Jesus, our 
Savior, is promised. We will see that we can 
have hope because God keeps His promises. Week two of December takes 
us to the exciting announcement that Gabriel has for Mary (Luke 1:26-56) 
and we’ll discover we can have joy because God has a plan for us. Next, we 
find ourselves remembering the greatest gift ever given - Jesus is born 
(Luke 2:1-7)! We’ll see that God loved us so much that He gave us a Savior. 
We’ll round out December with the shepherds visiting Jesus (Luke 2:8-20) 
and learn that God’s peace is for everyone.  

Our kids will be memorizing Luke 2:11 this month, “Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is the 
Messiah, the Lord.” December will be a great way to finish out our year as we celebrate, Jesus, God’s GREATEST gift! A 
gift that is given to each of us!  

Children have a way of reminding us to slow down and enjoy each day. There is an innocence, preciousness, and joy 
that they give to our lives. They help us to simply celebrate Christmas! Our PAC Kids invite you to come and truly cele-
brate this season and remember the miraculous birth of our Savior and ponder on this amazing gift that God has given 
us.  

On Sunday, December 6, during our 10:30 AM service we have such a treat for you!  Our kids will be performing their 
annual Christmas musical: Behind the Manger Scenes. This year’s tale follows siblings exploring what really happened 
on that first Christmas Day. “Exciting things are happening in the small town of Bethlehem! Two siblings take a “behind 
the scenes” tour of the Christmas story. Fascinating and unexpected events lead them to discover the truth about Je-
sus’ birth. Although they try to stay out of the spotlight, they eventually realize that everyone plays an important role 
in the story of Christmas.”  

Following the musical, we have the privilege of having our older girls lead us in a time of Christmas worship. Our kids 
have all worked so hard on their songs, actions, and lines so please come and celebrate with us! 

Philippians 4:4 (NIRV), “Be joyful because you belong to the Lord. I will say it again. Be joyful!” Our Savior is worth cele-
brating and every day should be a party. We have a God who keeps His promises and a God who can do the impossible. 
Our joy isn’t connected to happenings or situations but to our relationship with God! 

My prayer for this Christmas season is that we all remember the true reason we have to celebrate! Our Savior, Our King 
was Born! Merry Christmas! 

 

Miss Carrie 



    6—(AM) —  Children’s Musical Performance 

        (PM) —   

13—(AM) —  Mariner’s Brunch, December sermon 

        (PM) —   

20—(AM) — December sermon 

        (PM) —  

 

 

 

27—(AM) — December sermon 

       (PM) —  

H e r i t a g e  N o t e s  

D e c e m b e r  W o r s h i p   

D e c e m b e r  N u r s e r y  W o r k e r s  
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FORTY YEARS AGO 

December 1980 

• Adult II Class held a Progressive 

Supper 

• Adriel ladies met to pack and 

distribute Christmas fruit bas-

kets.  They presented a program 

at the Corn Nursing Home in con-

junction with delivering the bas-

kets. 

• The kids present “Twinkle, Twin-

kle” under the direction of Judi 

Harms and Rick Schmidt, featur-

ing Jim Penner a bear. 

• Average Attendance—122 

THIRTY YEARS AGO 

December 1990 

• Morning messages were brought 

by Roland Reimer, Loyal Funk 

and Ken Flaming 

• Adriel ladies packed Christmas 

Homes featuring Carrie Schmidt’s 

Mary Ellen Hamburger’s and Lind-

sey Fast’s homes. 

• The choir presented “The First 

Noel-Born is the King” featuring 

Lindy Miller, Debra Penner, Jan 

Noble and Gary Henderson. 

• Congratulations went to Brennan 

and Carrie Schmidt on the birth of 

Peyton Reid. 

• Ave. Att.—253 

 

ONE YEAR AGO—December 2019 

Average attendance—254 

 

CHURCH STATISTICS 2020 

October Ave. Attendance: 

             Sunday School—154 

          Morning Worship—193 

         Wednesday—152 

November Ave. Attendance:  

              Sunday School—149 

          Morning Worship—186 

        Wednesday—140 

sacks for the kids and then 

went caroling. 

• The Possibility People present-

ed “Hanging of the Greens” di-

rected by Anita Stubbs.  

“Faspa” was served following 

the program. 

• Average Attendance—120 

TWENTY YEARS AGO 

December 2000 

• OASIS met for a Christmas Ban-

quet 

• Possibility People presented 

“Star Journey.” 

• The church was invited to the 

weddings of Amy Franz and 

Scott Hoffman and Angel Stone-

berg and Reggie Miller 

• Average Attendance—213 

TEN YEARS AGO 

December 2010 

• The ladies held a Tour of 

Pink Room—1st Sunday—Stephanie Harris,  

  Cortney Bell 

     2nd Sunday—April Javorsky, LaNae  Meacham,  

  Raquela Jones 

     3rd Sunday—Angela Day, Nicole Akin,  

  Madi Meacham 

     4th Sunday—Jamie Collins, Keely Anderson, Kirby Hood 

Blue Room—1st Sunday—Kim Javorsky 

2nd Sunday—Lanita Nikkel, Kara Wall 

3rd Sunday—David and Karen Schoenhals 

4th Sunday—Travis and Deidrah Dyck 

Green Room—1st Sunday—Liz Lindamood 

2nd Sunday—Matt & Lindsey Fast 

3rd Sunday— Ashlyn Pugh, Brooke Caswell 

4th Sunday—Carissa Cox, Denise Pearcy 

Red Room—1st Sunday—Holly Funk, Brittany Williams,  

  Kylie Funk, Cara Williams 

2nd Sunday—Angela Day, Rebecca Miller, Nora Lindamood,  

  Miriam Hicks 

3rd Sunday—Neelie Lindamood, Lorelia Bull, Phyllis Miller 

4th Sunday—Presley Fast, Braylile Schmidt Kara Wall 

Daniel sermons 

will return in  

January 



Treehouse Superhero Night 
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The Food Pantry is a ministry in which our church 

helps, along with other churches in Weatherford.  

They ask each church in town to provide something 

each month for the pantry.  During the month of 

DECEMBER our church is asked to provide all kinds 

of soups.  These donations can be left on the North 

counter in the kitchen and they will be delivered to the pantry.  The Food Pan-

try provides a valuable service to people who are really in need in our commu-

nity. Please Give! 

F o o d  P a n t r y  

M o r e  S u p e r h e r o s  

P a g e  8   

 

 



  

8 - T r a c k s  
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8-Tracks 

had a great time Sunday, November 15th at our Soup and Sandwich Supper.  While our 

numbers were a bit down, we enjoyed the Chicken Salad Croissants,  Ham Sliders, Broccoli 

Cheese Soup, Potato Soup, Sausage Soup and Chocolate Pudding Dessert very much!  

And of course, the fellowship was wonderful.   

 

 Our December meeting will be a Christmas Brunch during the ABF hour on Sunday, 

December 13th.  We will meet in the front two rooms of The Gathering  at 9:30 am and 

everyone is asked to bring a breakfast dish. 
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“I’m very motivated to serve my community and my family,” 
said Sebastian, known to everyone in the region only as 
Imamá (tiger in the Emberá language, ironically the nickname 
of the first North American missionary to his people). Sebas-
tian is about my age, perhaps a bit younger, but more weath-
ered. I sensed his pain as we sat distanced and masked at the 
military outpost awaiting an offered meal. I was hungry, dis-
tracted… but rarely had I experienced such emotion from an 
indigenous man.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Notice that I began with “I” and continued with “we.” The most beautiful part of the water ministry this past 
year has been the experience of collaboration and team. And while I am beyond encouraged by the growing cast of in-
ternational volunteers and their contribution, local pastors and other missionaries that have accompanied us to re-
source local churches, as well as the favorable relationships with the national and international institutions , I am most 
proud of my boots-in-the-mud teammates. They serve humbly with ever-growing skill, sharing their joy as they go, and 
encourage the local church. All these favorable circumstances have produced an abundance of low-hanging fruit to pro-
vide clean water in Jesus’ name and give public testimony about why we do what we do.

 And while these tangible impacts are important, we pray for awareness to not overlook the more subtle fruit, 
the spiritual harvest. Our young dugout pilot from my last river trip, Grismaldo recently surrendered his life to Jesus. He 
has already traveled to nearby communities with a local pastor to share his testimony. Pray with us for perception to 
recognize how we can encourage Sebastian, Grismaldo and others to serve God faithfully… and in turn serve others. 
 Who will cross your path today that needs a simple word of encouragement and a reminder that they are loved 
beyond measure. 
 Treacherous trails where children and the elderly carry water, powerful currents that betray even the familiar 
swimmer, deadly preventable diseases, spiritual darkness… These things are not the inevitable inheritance of another 
generation in Darién, Panamá. Let’s continue our small part, to transform this region with clean water for homes and 
living water for hearts… in Jesus’ name.  

Send us an encouraging message, pray with us, or 
come join us…  
 
Amor de Cristo, 
Alan, Colleen, Kalea, and Joshua 

Fruit Faith                             by Alan Foster 

 We were invited to Panama to provide a cup of water in Jesus’ name, and that vision… that passion… has 
not wavered. So many parameters to this vision are far beyond our control. We have been “tending a field” for 
many years here in Panama with all the trials and setbacks that one should expect… challenges, but in retrospect, a 
forging fire and not festering wounds. And this year the harvest has far exceeded our expectations. Add in a sprin-
kling of unmerited grace and the “favor of the king,” and we are impacting more people this year with clean water 
in Jesus’ name than in the previous 6 years combined. 

 “We need water in our homes,” he continued, his head lowering. “The river… 2 months ago… my eldest son… 
he drowned.” I prayed for words as my chest sent tiny convulsions up my throat and face to my tear ducts, and I held it 
in for whatever reason we do. I learned, to my relief, that his use of the word drowned (in Spanish, his second language) 
implied that his son, 8 years old and undoubtedly an expert swimmer, had been severely asphyxiated while bathing 
from prolonged submersion in the murky, churning waters of the Chucunaque river. He had aspirated water and debris 
into his lungs, was rushed hours into Panama City, and spent 18 days in the children’s hospital, nearly dying and requir-
ing invasive surgery to survive. The boy is alive and well, and Sebastian has an unwavering determination to prevent 
anyone in his community from walking that path. 
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F o r g e  M o v i e  N i g h t  

 All Forge kids are in-

vited to a Movie Night 

upstairs in the Youth 

Room on Friday, Decem-

ber 11th at 7:00 pm. 
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 Food for the Badge would like to take our police 

officers and staff some goodies for Christmas!  If 

you could help by bringing cookies, candies, 

brownies, Rice Krispy treats, party mix or any oth-

er Christmas treat, please sign up at the Infor-

mation Booth. 

F o o d  f o r  t h e  B a d g e  



 

 

 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

        

  1 2 
10:00 am—Ministerial 

Alliance 

6:00 pm—Treehouse 

6:00 pm– Forge 

3 
9:00 am–  

Encouragers 

4 
 

5 
8:45 am—Kid’s  

Musical  

Rehearsal  

  

  

6 
9:30 am – SS/ABF 

10:30 am –  

Children’s Musical Perfor-

mance 

7 
9:00 am—Staff 

Meeting 

6:30  pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

8 
11:00 am—Red 

Hat Society 

6:00 pm—
Women’s Bible 

Study 

6:00 pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

9 
6:00 pm—Treehouse 

6:00 pm—Forge 

 

10 
 

11 
7:00 pm—

Forge Movie 

Night 

12 
4:00 pm—Bell 

Ringing at 

Walmart 

13 
9:30 am – SS/ABF 

9:30 am—Mariner’s 

Brunch 

10:30  am—Worship 

11:00 am—KOW 

6:00 pm—Overseers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

20 
9:30 am – SS/ABF 

10:30  am—Worship 

11:00 am—KOW 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

27 
10:00 am – SS/ABF 

11:00 am – Worship 

11:30 am—KOW 

14 
9:00 am—Staff 

Meeting 

6:30  pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

21 
8:00 pm—Deacon 

Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

28 
 

15 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

22 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29 
 

16 
6:00 pm—Treehouse 

Christmas Parties 

6:00 pm—Forge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

30 

17 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

24 
5:30 pm—Christmas 

Eve Service 

 

 

 
 

 
 

31 
Javorsky/Lippencott 

Wedding  

18 
7:00 pm—CBA 

Christmas 

Concert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 
Remember 

the  

Reason for 

the Season 

 

 

 

 
 

 

19 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

26 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



11—Braxton Hawkins 

11—Lyric Manney 

13—Nora Schoenhals 

14—Tripp Miller 

14—Tess Miller 

16—Oliver Anderson 

15—Gary Henderson 

18—Jordan Blatnick 

19—Cortney Bell 

19—Kenton Javorsky 

20—Mike Aaron 

20—Peyton Schmidt 

21—Braylie Schmidt 

23—Iker Miller 

BIRTHDAYS 

   1– Tillie Akin 

  1—Anji Jett 

  3—Debra Gray 

  3—Lincoln Williams 

  4—Hadley Blatnick 

  4—Lindy Miller 

  5—Monte Gray 

  6—Indie Collins 

  6—Lance Schrock 

  8—Sadie Kliewer 

  9—Meghan Harms 

10—Landon Harms 

11—Jax Hawkins 

23—Ashlyn Pugh 

24—Joyce Miller 

25—Phyllis Miller 

27—Colby Lindamood 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

18—Sheldon and Lindy Miller 

19—Weldon and Phyllis Miller 

22—Joshua and Emily Knop 

26—Alan and Pam Deck 

28—Brennan and Carrie Schmidt 

30—Lyndon and Kathy Harms 

30—Reggie and Angel Miller 

 

1321 Lark Street 

Weatherford, OK  73096 

Phone: 580-772-2190 

Fax: 580-772-7190 

Email: pineacres@pineacres.org 

 

Pastor:   Brian Harris 

Youth Pastor:  Dave Stegall 

Children’s Director:  Carrie Schmidt 

Early Childhood Director:  Stephanie Harris 

Worship Leaders:  Rebecca Manney/Tom Cox 

Office Manager:  Nancy Fast 

WE’RE ON THE  WEB: 

PINEACRES.ORG 


