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Hebrews Messages beginning in July 

Over the next several months we will be going verse by verse through the book 
of Hebrews. I thought you might be interested in seeing what we are going to 
find there. 

In order to understand the book of Hebrews you must realize that it was written 
to people being persecuted for accepting Jesus as Savior and leaving Judaism. 
They were being tempted to go back to Judaism in order to avoid persecution. 
The author, possibly Apollos and or Barnabas, were encouraging them to grow 
on toward maturity and to not shrink back to the old ways. 

The major debate has been whether Hebrews is written to Christians who are 
close to losing their salvation, non-Christians who have never accepted Christ 
or a third option (one that I will teach) . I believe this book is written to believers who are not close to los-
ing their salvation but failing to go onto maturity and close to losing blessings of an assorted kind. He-
brews weaves many themes together to be a warning and an encouragement to these persecuted be-
lievers. 

The beginning two chapters delve into the person of Jesus Christ. We will see over two dozen aspects 
and/or characteristics of Christ. We will see how Jesus is better than angels. We will see without ques-
tion that Jesus Christ is 100% God come in the flesh. Not only that, but we will also see that Jesus was 
100% human. We will investigate why the Lord Jesus had to be completely God and completely man. 

In chapters three and four we will see the concept of biblical “rest” come to life. What does “rest” mean 
in the Bible? It may surprise you that there is more to rest than just a good nap! We will see that Moses, 
although the most revered Old Testament saint was not on the same level as Jesus. Jesus is better than 
Moses. 

We will also talk about Christian maturity. We will investigate the concept of spiritual stagnation and in-
fancy. Why do some Christians seem to be stuck in perpetual infancy? What keeps a person from going 
on to maturity? The fifth chapter of Hebrews will introduce this theme. 

The sixth chapter of Hebrews is often regarded as one of the most controversial chapters in the Bible. 
Can you lose your salvation? Many who think so will say that you can find that teaching right here in 
chapter six. I will try to be like Fox News where they say “we report, you decide”. 

The next several chapters describe how Jesus is better than the old system of the law and the sacrificial 
system. We will see that Jesus death was the perfect sacrifice. The gospel message is clearly ex-
pressed in these chapters. 

The writer of Hebrews will describe the life of faith. We will see many Old Testament saints who lived 
lives of faith. Some of those saints were horribly persecuted but they still believed God. The book closes 
with important teachings on discipline and maturity. 

Pastor Brian 

  

W o r d s  F r o m  O u r  P a s t o r  

P a g e  2  T h e  E n c o u r a g e r  



 

 

 

 

 

 

A  W o r d  f r o m  o u r  Y o u t h  P a s t o r  

P a g e  3  E n c o u r a g e r  

  

                 Walking in Someone Else’s Shoes 
 

      Something I have been reflecting on over the  

     past few months is that we all have our own perspec- 

     tives. We all see things through a certain lens based  

     on our own experiences, our own history and really just based on who we 

     are, and we bring all of that into each situation that we face. Whether it 

     is a relationship with someone else, a life challenge, an obstacle to over-

come. All of these things shape our perspectives and they help inform how we respond to certain things. 

That’s why you could take two different people and place them in the same exact situation and get two differ-

ent responses or two different opinions. That’s because, each of us have unique experiences that help shape 

our perspectives that inform our reactions. 

 All of this to say, something I have been trying more to do recently is to consistently understand other 

people’s perspective. Trying to understand what it might be like to walk in someone else’s shoes. I have found 

that it is difficult to do, but really helpful. Because I only know my perspective best and I see everything 

through the lens of my experiences. I don’t know what someone else might be thinking or experiencing. But, I 

have found that trying to understand where someone else is coming from and to hear what it’s like to walk in 

their shoes, is done best by first acknowledging that their story and their perspective could be completely 

different than mine. Then choosing to listen and truly seek to understand things from their point of view, 

based on their experiences. 

 I have found this difficult, but so helpful to try and understand what it might be like for someone else 

to go through the things they go through. I think the more we do that as a community, the more we can ap-

preciate each other and come together as a community that truly cares about what it’s like to be in each oth-

er’s lives and the more we can learn from each other as we move forward. 

despite not fully understanding His plan at that time.  
 
Pastor Dave  
 

 
 



different ways we can FO-

CUS on God: Hear, Talk, 

Pray, Live. 

Our key verse for VBS is: 

“Let us keep looking to 

Jesus. He is the one who 

started this journey of 

faith. And he is the one 

who completes the jour-

ney of faith.” Hebrews 

12:2a (NIrV) 

We have an incredible team of leaders this year ready 

to love and serve our kids and families! This is a fun 

outreach opportunity where we can serve not only our 

own sweet PAC kiddos but also welcome those from 

our community! Remember our kids and leaders 

throughout this week and pray for them! We desire for 

these children to know Jesus as their personal Savior! 

You can register at https://gopac.churchcenter.com/

registrations/events/444346 or by going to our church 

website www.pineacres.org and click on “FOCUS VBS”. 

I continue to be so grateful for our wonderful church 

family! Thank you for the support and encouragement 

you shower on our children’s ministry! 

Looking for a spot to serve? Well, look no further! Join 

our Elementary Team and help us serve our incredible 

kids and families! Check out our current needs and 

contact Miss Carrie today! 

 

Miss Carrie 

C h i l d r e n ’ s  D i r e c t o r  

C a r r i e  S c h m i d t  

P a g e  4  E n c o u r a g e r  

 New month, same theme! We’re still keeping our 

FOCUS on God this month and taking a closer look at His 

plan for us. I’m excited that PAC Kids is continuing our 

journey into what faith is for the month of July. We can’t 

see God with our eyes but we can grow in our faith when 

we focus on who He is and what He’s done. God has al-

ways been involved in the world He created. We see His 

handiwork on display in creation. We see God’s love on 

display through Jesus, who came to rescue us. We re-

spond to God in faith, believing in what we can’t see be-

cause of what we can see. 

When we focus on what 

we know to be true about 

God and the world God 

created, we can have faith 

in what we can’t see or 

fully understand. 

This month, begin in Ephesians and see that Grace is a 

Gift…Jesus is a gift for everyone. Next, we continue fol-

lowing Paul in Athens where we’ll discover that you can 

help others know about Jesus. We’ll find Paul ship-

wrecked the following week and see that knowing Jesus 

changes the way you see your problems. Finally, we’ll 

wrap up our month in Revelation 21 and talk about 

Heaven. We’ll learn that following Jesus will turn out 

greater than you can imagine! 

What’s extra fun is that this wraps up our whole year’s 

series in PAC Kids. We have been journeying through the 

entire Bible in chronological order. Throughout these 

several months, our kids have discovered that they are 

part of God’s Big Story! Isn’t that cool how God has cre-

ated each of us for a purpose and we are a part of His 

plan! We are a part of something greater than ourselves! 

I pray our children never ever forget that! 

Our verse we will be memorizing comes from Ephesians 

2:8, “God’s grace has saved you because of your faith in 

Christ. Your salvation doesn’t come from anything you 

do. It is God’s gift.” 

On another note, it’s finally here! The most fun week of 

summer - Vacation Bible School!! It’s time to take a clos-

er look and focus! Our FOCUS VBS will be July 13-16 

from 6:00-8:30 PM for Pre-K through 5th grade. FOCUS 

VBS will help kids dive deeper into their faith. Your pre-

schoolers through preteens will have a blast as they dis-

cover how to trust in what they CAN’T see because of 

what they CAN see by putting the FOCUS on God and His 

amazing plan for us. We’ll use this week to explore four 



 July continues the theme all about what 
we can spy with our little eyes! Children will learn 
about how we can see the things that help us be-
lieve in Jesus. We pray that the Bible stories this 
month further lay the foundation for Early Child-
hood kids to see the truth so they can believe in 
Jesus. 

During July, children will learn that Jesus still loves 
Peter, even after Peter denies knowing Jesus. We 
will learn about Paul telling the people in Athens 
about the God who made everything. Children will hear of Paul telling the people in Rome that they can be-
lieve everything Jesus says because Jesus tells the truth. 

Do you remember the question we asked over and over in June? We asked, “Who can believe in Jesus?” and 
we really want to highlight the answer again this month. During the last week of July, we learn about Jesus 
telling His disciples that He is going away to prepare a place for everyone who believes in Him. So, who can 

believe in Jesus? – I can believe in Jesus! What great news! 

Our memory verse is again John 20:31, and we pray that each child 
we encounter would grow to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God. 

On a personal note, July will be my final month serving as the Early 
Childhood Director. I have loved being able to spend time with your 
children each week, and look forward to continuing to serve the 
smallest members of Pine Acres Church as a regular volunteer. 

Thank you all for your encouragement and support over the past 
year. I am excited to see how God will continue to grow and shape 
the next phase of Children’s Ministry at Pine Acres Church. 

 

Miss Liz 

 

 

E a r l y  C h i l d h o o d  D i r e c t o r  

L i z  L i n d a m o o d  

P a g e  5  E n c o u r a g e r  



  5—(AM) — Hebrews 

       (PM) —  Brian’s Gathering 

 

12—(AM) —  Hebrews 

        (PM) —  

 

19—(AM) —  Hebrews 

        (PM) —  ABF Leaders, Deacon Meet- 

  ing,  Brian’s Gathering 

 

26—(AM) — Hebrews 

       (PM) —   

H e r i t a g e  N o t e s  

J u l y  W o r s h i p  S c h e d u l e  

P a g e  6  E n c o u r a g e r  

SIXTY YEARS AGO 

FIFTY YEARS AGO 

July 1970 

FORTY YEARS AGO 

July 1980 

• A special summer program for 

kids was started on Wednesday 

night called “Sunshine Kids.” 

• Began a trial Children’s Church 

program during the morning 

worship 

• Average Attendance—131 

THIRTY YEARS AGO 

July 1990 

• The film “Thin Ice” was shown 

in the evening. 

• A Surprise housewarming was 

given to Leo and Verna Harms 

• A kids Fun Day was held at the 

• The Friday Night Club (Sr. High) 

met for an Amazing Race 

• The youth went to San Antonia 

on a Mission Trip 

• Congratulations went to Josh 

and Robyn Randol on the birth of 

Remi Kate  

• Ave. Att.—238 

 

ONE YEAR AGO—July 2019 

Average attendance—216 

 

CHURCH STATISTICS 2020 

May Ave. Attendance: 

             Sunday School—123 

          Morning Worship—149 

June Ave. Attendance:  

              Sunday School—162 

          Morning Worship—204 

       

church.  Kids brought a sack 

lunch and spent the day mak-

ing crafts, playing games and 

hearing stories. 

• The Possibility People gave a 

program at the Nursing Home 

and then went to the Hydro 

pool for a party. 

• Average Attendance—147 

TWENTY YEARS AGO 

July 2000 

• Held a Worship in the Park 

service on July 2nd with Mike 

and Cindy Epp as special 

guests. 

• Held a church-wide garage 

sale. 

• Average Attendance—206 

TEN YEARS AGO 

July 2010 



  

 

C h i c k e n  f e e t ,  l e a k y  l e a k ,  a n d  

s o m e t h i n g  s w e e t  

     F a i t h  F r u i t  b y  A l a n  F o s t e r  

 

P a g e  7  
E n c o u r a g e r  

 "You eat chicken feet, right?" I was sitting across from the "alcalde", literally "mayor"- the highest elected official with a 
salaried government position in one of two districts that compose the reservations in Darien. He and his team had picked me up 
from Catrigandi and taken me to the village that serves as the capital of the Darien reservations, Union Choco, to inspect the non-
functioning water system. If you'd like to try chicken feet and can't find any, just wrap some thin leather around a tendon and 
gnaw on it... or some biodegradable plastic around some rubber bands... same difference. 

After 3 months without the right to leave our home due to Panama's strict covid-19 

 policies, it was a welcome and unexpected blessing to receive the "favor of the  

king" (even though we never sought it- he (the alcalde) heard about our work from  

villages asking for help and made the long trip to our house to meet us). Now we have a special permit to travel, and we came  

to the city for some necessary errands (like buying a water pump and filing taxes!).  

We've been blessed to harbor at Rio Missions base in the old canal zone with our  

friends here, the Cotton family, and the kids have really enjoyed the opportunity to 

play with their kids, watch some movies, and admittedly spend some time in air  

conditioning! We've also really enjoyed reconnecting a little with zoom, skype,  

email, etc. Today we head home. I was scheduled for another trip to a new village  

tomorrow, but the police advised the chief against it because there are now so  

many of cases of covid-19 in Yaviza. In fact, the camp where we used to live has numerous cases. So we postponed for a week. 
Prayers for safety and discernment with these new opportunities is greatly appreciated. We've enjoyed some sweet, refreshing 
visits with several missionary families here in Panama City and were even able to borrow a van (thanks Dan!) while I fumbled 
through repairing our brakes since I was unable to get the part that was broken, much less take it to a mechanic. My dad must 
have exercised the prophetic gifting in telling me to get some JB Weld the previous week to keep in the car! (And don't worry dad! 
our brake lines are not being held together by JB Weld!) There were definitely some jaws gaped open as our little family made our 
way through town together. It is not easy to get the "salvoconducto" permission to drive...period... and impossible for a whole 
family. But with God, all things are possible! We try to follow the rules, so Colleen has been making masks for us and many other 
families.  

And something sweet... at least to me. I was putting the kids to bed, and Kalea asked permission to finish something she was 
writing. "What is it?" I asked. She smiled gently, "a letter...for me... well, a letter to God." The beauty of the freedom of home-
school... "Sure dear, write as long as you want." 

Just here waiting Lord                                                                                                            By Kalea age 10 

I am here in my room, just waiting. I am wondering and thinking so much but also… just waiting. I talk to God and pray to God… 
just waiting. He comforts me a lot but still I am… just waiting. Hard times are here and I am… waiting. Corona virus is spreading 
through the world and I,… just waiting. I didn’t know what to write but I wanted to write because it is a privilege from God, but I 
am still… waiting. I am writing about my troubles and loneliness, this is for God while I am… waiting. Waiting for darkness to pass 
the world… still just waiting. Only God can save us all so I have faith and stay… waiting. I miss everyone. I came back from the USA 
but can’t see my friends because I am… just waiting. It seems like I miss everyone and I do… still waiting. I miss everyone in South 
Carolina, all my family and friends, and all the nice people I have met in Canada and my friends here in Panama of course, but 
still… just waiting. This is a letter for God. It may be sad but it’s good and it helps me to… just waiting. Still God gives me miracles 
everywhere, anywhere, anytime, and all the time still in all the… waiting.  

I love God, and He loves me. He helps me in hard times and is always there in all the… waiting. The time will come when God will 
re-make the earth and heal the dark world. Still, all… just waiting. We are ready and still… just waiting. “Dear God, I am calling. 
Please listen, it’s me. You know all about my day from A to Z. You know when I am frightened, sad, or alone. Please stay close be-
side me. Make my heart your own.” That’s why I write this message, I love you God. Please stay close beside me in all the… 
waiting. I love you God! Please listen, it’s me……. Kalea 

Amen.  

   



 

N e w  Y o u t h  D i v i s i o n  

P a g e  8  E n c o u r a g e r  

 We have a new group in our 

midst!  The 4th, 5th and 6th Grades 

are called The Bridge! This new group 

began last year but they have already 

outgrown their room so we’ve had to 

add another room this year—Bridge 

4th Grade!  These kids are really en-

joying all the perks of this new room.   

 

The Food Pantry is a ministry in which our church helps, along with other churches in Weath-

erford.  They ask each church in town to provide something each month for the pantry.  Dur-

ing the month of JULY our church is asked to provide all types of canned green vegetables.  

These donations can be left on the North counter in the kitchen and they will be delivered to the pantry.  The 

Food Pantry provides a valuable service to people who are really in need in our community. Please Give! 

F o o d  P a n t r y  
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S u m m e r  F u n  

P a g e  1 0  

The Fun is Coming!!!! 

Hey Kids—VBS is being planned for Wednesday, 

July 15 this year! 

Get ready to have a 

It will be a one-day event this year so it will be BIG!  It will be 

FUN! And you won’t want to 

miss it!!!! 

Go to https://

gopac.churchcenter.com/

registrations/events/444346 

and sign up today! 

 



 

 

 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

        

   1 
 

2 
 

3 
CHURCH OF-

FICE CLOSED 

4 
  

  

  

  

  

5 
10:00 am – SS/ABF 

11:00am—Prayer 
11:00 am – Worship 

11:30 am—KOW 

 

6 
8:30 am—Staff 

Meeting 

8:00 pm—Young 

Men’s Bible Study 

 

7 
6:30  pm—
Men’s Bible 

Study 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
10:00 am – SS/ABF 

11:00am—Prayer 
11:00 am – Worship 

11:30 am—KOW 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 
10:00 am – SS/ABF 

11:00am—Prayer 
11:00 am – Worship 

11:30 am—KNOW 

6:00 pm—ABF Leaders/

Deacon Meeting 
 

 

26 
10:00 am – SS/ABF 

11:00am—Prayer 
11:00 am – Worship 

11:30 am—KOW 

 

13 
8:30 am—Staff 

6:00 pm—

Overseers 

 

 

 

 

  

20 
8:30 am—Staff 

Meeting 

8:00 pm—Deacons 
 

 
 

27 
8:30 am—Staff 

Meeting 

 

14 
6:30  pm—
Men’s Bible 

Study 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

21 
6:30  pm—
Men’s Bible 

Study 

 

 
 

 

 

28 
6:30  pm—
Men’s Bible 

Study 

15 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

22 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

29 

16 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 
 

 

17 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

 
 

 

 

31 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

VBS—6:00—

8:30 pm 

Sr. High to Broken Bow 

Jr. High to Broken Bow 



22—Barrett Blatnick 

22—Grace Sawatzky 

24—Grace Geiger 

26—Abigail Harms 

26—June Parker 

27—Kathy Sawatzky 

27—Briana Bull 

28—Nick Jett 

29—Kol Burd 

30—Remi Randol 

31—Stacy Bartel 

31—Carrie Miller 

BIRTHDAYS 

  1—Jay Penner 

  5—Clint Province 

  6—Beth Frantz 

13—Timber Akin 

14—Ashly Province 

14—Senea Young 

14—Brian Harris 

16—Evynn Johnson 

16—Grant Geiger 

16—Scout Miller 

18—Joan Schrock 

21—Joshua Foster 

ANNIVERSARIES 

  2—Sandy and Debra Penner 

  3—Justin and Jordan Blatnick 

  7—Dale and Rosa Slagell 

16—Matt and Lindsey Fast 

30—Sean and Julie Williams 

30—Garry and Briana Bull 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1321 Lark Street 

Weatherford, OK  73096 

Phone: 580-772-2190 

Fax: 580-772-7190 

Email: pineacres@pineacres.org 

 

Brian Harris:  Pastor 

Youth Pastor:  Dave Stegall 

Children’s Director:  Carrie Schmidt 

Early Childhood Director:  Liz Lindamood 

Worship Leaders: Rebecca Manney/Tom Cox 

Office Manager:  Nancy Fast 

WE’RE ON THE  WEB: 

PINEACRES.ORG 


