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Turning Your Life Into Your Ministry 

Go get a pen or pencil for this article. I’ll wait. Go ahead. This article will still be here 

when you return (unless your dog eats it). So, go get your pen. Seriously. Go!  

Ok. Now that you’ve picked up a pen, we can get started. 

What’s one hobby or activity that you ENJOY? Do you like to fish or hunt? How about 

sports like golf or tennis? Are you a woodworker or mechanical in orientation? Do you like to 

scrapbook or paint or some artsy thing? Do you enjoy reading? Do you like music? 

What’s something that stirs up your EMOTIONS? When you see a kid bullied, does that 

bug you? When you see a person that is lonely, does that make you feel bad? When you see a 

Facebook post of a special needs child, does that stir you? 

What’s something that you’ve EXPERIENCED that you can help another figure out? Did you go through a divorce? Did 

you face a tragedy in the past? Did you overcome something incredibly difficult? 

What’s something that you’ve been EDUCATED in? Did you learn a lot about a particular subject? Could someone else 

benefit from your expertise?  

Jot down a few of your answers. Here’s where you can use your pen or pencil. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____ 

Now, look at that list you made. Is there something on that list that could be turned into a ministry? Think outside the 

box. What if three or four others had the same interests; could you imagine working with a few other Christians and using 

something from that list to build God’s kingdom? 

Here’s what I’d like to do. Grab your phone and text me your name and one or two of the things you listed. I will pray 

with you for the month of September about how God could turn that into a ministry. Sound good! Ok. Go get your phone. I’ll 

wait… (Oh, you need my number! Sorry, it’s 580-772-4292… text message rates may apply). We did this several years ago and 

some of you came up with ministries that either still exist or were powerful for a season. It’s time to do another one. Ministry 

2.0 

 

Pastor Brian 

W o r d s  F r o m  O u r  P a s t o r  
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     Uncertain Faith: What does the Bible say about Doubt? 

     Doubt is an interesting topic that I don’t think gets talked about  

    enough. I think especially students don’t always feel like it is appropriate to ex- 

    press doubts or even feel comfortable to ask big questions. But rather we as  

    Christians need to always trust what the Bible says with 100% confidence. But  

    that is not always the case. Sometimes the Bible can be confusing and hard to  

    understand. Sometimes we go through a bad season of life, or something cata- 

    strophic happens and it completely shatters the things we used to be so certain  

    of. 

 
 I think doubting God isn’t the bigger problem though. Yes, doubt isn’t the most spiritual thing you can do. 

God wants us to have a strong faith and fully trust Him in everything despite the circumstance (See Mark 9:14-

29). But Doubt can be a struggle just like anything else. I believe the bigger problem is not giving people space to 

be open about their doubts and the things they think are hard to understand. A lot of times people can go 

through doubt and if they are not given the permission to comfortably wrestle with those questions, it can com-

pletely destroy their faith. They can closet their doubts until it is too late, and they have wandered so far from the 

faith they used to believe in so strongly, they don’t know how to find their way back. Jude 1:22 says to “Be Merci-

ful to those who doubt”. What is more merciful than giving people the permission to wrestle and express their 

doubts in a non-judgmental environment? 

 
 Last summer, I led a workshop at camp and in that workshop, I gave three things to do to work through 

Doubt. The first one was to Seek Community. It is absolutely crucial to talk with people around you about the 

things that you are questioning or the events that are occurring that are leading you to doubt God. You have to 

find people you can be open with. They don’t need to have the answers to your questions or doubts, but they can 

be a sounding board for you. They can simply be someone who is aware of what you are journeying through. 

 
 The second thing I told students to do was Seek God. In Psalm 73, David is going through a similar sea-

son of uncertainty. He sees all of these good things happening to ungodly people around him. It leads him to 

doubt God’s ways. He gets confused and frustrated with God. But what is fascinating is in Psalm 73, in verse 17 

David does something that completely changes his perspective. In fact, it influences the rest of the chapter in a 

completely different way. David says “Then I went into your sanctuary O God…”. David brought his doubts and 

questions (See verse 13) to God. All of the sudden after that his faith was restored and he saw things differently. 

He began to trust God again. That is what we need to do with our doubts and questions. Bring everything to God. 

He cares and wants to know. He and only He can show us what is true and righteous. 

 
 The last thing I told students to do when confronted with doubt was to Seek Answers. Sometimes we have 

questions that have answers - we just don’t know them! So don’t be afraid to seek answers for the things we are 

unsure about. Do research, search the Bible, read books. Even ask God for answers! He is not afraid of our ques-

tions. 

 
 The way I ended was by quoting 3 verses (Deut. 29:29, Isaiah 40:28, 2 Pet. 3:16) that talk about how 

there are things that we cannot and will never fully understand until we get to Heaven. God is complicated and 

very different than us as created beings. Somethings we will never understand. That is why Jesus  

values faith as much as He does. He wants us to believe despite not having every answer and  

despite not fully understanding why bad things happen. He wants us to still take our faith and our  

questions and move forward in our faith trusting that He is right and that He is worth following. 

 



C h i l d r e n ’ s  D i r e c t o r  

C a r r i e  S c h m i d t  
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 And we’re off! We officially kicked off the new school year with our Back to School 

Bash! Kids were bouncing and running through obstacles on four different inflatables, 

chowing down on hot dogs, and playing carnival games. This year we also had the privi-

lege of having OKE Ice Cream Truck join us! Each child received Back To School Bash Ice 

Cream Cash and could redeem this for one free ice cream. We so appreciate them shar-

ing their evening with us too! It made our 

evening extra sweet! Thank you to each 

person who cooked and served our food, 

monitored the inflatables, worked games, 

took pictures, ran registration - you made 

the evening a true success. Once again, 

PAC has the best!  We are ready to take on a new, exciting year and I 

cannot wait to watch it all unfold! God has certainly blessed our chil-

dren’s ministry and continues to do so! Please join me in prayer for 

all of the children we will have this year throughout our Wednesday 

and Sunday programming. 

 Next week, September 2, begins our regular nights of Tree-

house and Bridge! We’ve tweaked our year up with a few changes 

and I am so excited to watch our children embark on a year of hear-

ing creatively told stories from the Bible, participate in interactive small groups, play games, worship, and dive deep 

into God’s Word as they also hide scripture in their hearts! I encourage parents to work on our verses with your 

kids! It brings me joy to think of the relationships that will be developed during the small group time and the en-

couragement and love the kids will feel not just from their leaders but peers too! I am so grateful for an incredible 

team of people who are joining in to invest in the children we will have! We really could use a few additional leaders 

for our K-3rd graders so please consider jumping in and serving. We have such a blast with these kids. Contact 

Miss Carrie today! Invite your friends and join us each Wednesday from 6:00-7:30. Be sure and follow Pine Acres 

Kids and Bridge-Pine Acres Preteens on Facebook and Instagram to stay up with the latest information and fun pic-

tures of our time together! 

On Sundays throughout September, our kids will be focusing on our new life app: Friendship! We’ll be learning how 

to use our words and actions to show others we care! Jesus showed us the greatest example of love when He laid 

down His life for His friends. With His words and actions, He showed friendship to everyone He met. We can reflect 

Jesus’ love best when we treat one another with friendship. 

Week 1: Two people are better than one (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12) – Choose your friends carefully. 

Week 2: David and Jonathan (1 Samuel 20) – Friends love one another. 

Week 3: Elijah and Elisha (1 Kings 19:14-21; 2 Kings 2:1-15) – Friends encourage one another. 

Week 4: Jesus Forgives Peter (John 21:1-19) – Friends forgive one another. 

Our monthly memory verse comes from Proverbs 17:17(NIRV), “A friend loves at all times. They are there to help 

when trouble comes.” I think September is going to be a great month as we see the importance of loving and ex-

tending grace to one another while learning what makes a true, selfless friendship! 

Miss Carrie 

HELP WANTED: Our 2nd/3rd grade and 4th grade classes need you!  We need a Sunday School teacher for each of 

these amazing groups of kids! You teach for one month at a time and it is an every 3-month rotation. Please con-

tact me (580.819.2168) TODAY to jump in and serve and have some fun with our kids! 



 Our Fall Bash was a huge success!  Almost 100 kids plus their parents came out to enjoy the hotdogs 
(which Pastor Tony came and cooked for us), chips and drinks.  The hit of the evening was the free ice cream from OKE 
Ice Cream truck!  Enjoy the pictures from this fun evening! 
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B i g  F a l l  B a s h  

 



 

  6—(AM) —  Hebrews 

        (PM) —  Mission Training/ Praise Team 
 

13—(AM) —  Hebrews 

        (PM) —  Miller Baby Shower 

20—(AM) — Hebrews 

       (PM) — 8-Tracks/Deacon Meeting 
 

 

 

 

27— (AM) — Hebrews 

        (PM) — Penner Wedding Shower 

    

H e r i t a g e  N o t e s  

S e p t e m b e r  W o r s h i p  

S e p t e m b e r  N u r s e r y  W o r k e r s  
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FORTY YEARS AGO 

September  1980 

• Adriel secret sisters were re-

vealed 

• Held after school rehearsals for 

the Children’s Christmas Musical 

• A verenkia making day was held 

at the church 

• Average Attendance—128 

 

THIRTY YEARS AGO 

September 1990 

• A farewell was held for Sharon, 

Hillary and Elizabeth Jones 

• Average Attendance—140 

 

 

 

 

ONE YEAR AGO—September 2019 

Average attendance—252 

 

CHURCH STATISTICS 2020 

July Ave. Attendance: 

             Sunday School—148 

          Morning Worship—189 

 

August Ave. Attendance:  

              Sunday School—163 

          Morning Worship—216 

       

TWENTY YEARS AGO 

September 2000 

• Held a Friendship Sunday.  

Each family was asked to bring 

someone with them to church 

that day 

• OASIS went on a Mystery Trip 

• The AWANA Fun Fair was held 

on the front lawn 

• Average Attendance—230 

TEN YEARS AGO 

September 2010 

• Had SUNDAY FUNDAY serving 

hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, 

popsicles and cookies.  Then 

we played lawn games. 

• Ave. Att.—251 

Pink Room—1st Sunday—Stephanie Harris, Cortney Bell,  

   Alicia Henson 

 2nd Sunday—April Javorsky, LaNae Meacham,  

   Raquela Jones 

 3rd Sunday—Angela Day, Nicole Akin,  

   Madi Meacham 

 4th Sunday—Jamie Collins, Keely Anderson,  

   Kirby Hood 

  

Blue Room—1st Sunday—Kim Javorsky, Emily Knop 

 2nd Sunday—Lanita Nikkel, Kara Wall 

3rd Sunday—David and Karen Schoenhals  

4th Sunday—Travis and Deidrah Dyck 

Green Room 1st Sunday—Amy Burd, Liz Lindamood 

  2nd Sunday— Matt and Lindsey Fast 

 3rd Sunday—Brooke Caswell, Ashlyn Pugh 

 4th Sunday—Carissa Cox, Denise Pearcy 
 

Red Room 1st—Holly Funk, Brittany Williams, Kylie  

 Funk, Cara Williams 

 2nd—Angela Day, Rebecca Miller, Nora  

  Lindamood, Miriam Hicks 

 3rd—Neelie Lindamood, Lorelai Bull, Phyllis Miller 

 4th—Presley Fast, Braylie Schmidt, Kara Wall 
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 We started writing a few updates over the past weeks but never finished any of them. 

 Crazy stuff in politics around the world… which can be a distraction or an invitation to refocus on what’s eternally 

important. Most of you probably aren't aware that the former Panamanian president's 2 sons (about my age) are 

awaiting extradition to the U.S. for some much needed jail time, having fled Miami. They're currently in a holding 

tank in Guatemala trying to buy their way out, but it's looking like a win for justice and democracy is on the horizon.  

 Hilarious things Josh says… and what he does, earning himself the nickname “Cantón” (never stops singing) with our 

neighbors. Maybe I'll write that lighter piece next. One of his consistent questions right now, having just turned 5, 

"was that wise, what I said?"  

 And all the great opportunities that are unfolding in ministry to grow team and serve others, with super encouraging 

reports from our indigenous teammates in the field that continue to serve their communities. 

 But this will just be more informative and deal with the reality of covid-19 for us, here and now. It has swept 

through entire villages where we work. And strict rules still govern here in an attempt to slow the spread. 

 Before we came into the city, I received phone calls from four different grief-stricken members of the family that 

adopted me way back during my Peace Corps years. They live in Piriatí, just a few minutes from Catrigandí. My 

“abuela” (literally “grandmother”, but she was the same age as my parents) was taken from the village to the hospital 

and died, having contracted covid-19 and later developing pneumonia. She was an amazing lady that taught me much 

about faith, hope, and love. I had recently gone to the village at the request of the water committee (including one of her 

granddaughters and son-in-law). And even though I hadn’t visited in a long time, I thought it better to protect the family 

and wait until later, sending my greetings. I eagerly committed to hike the long water system later that week, but embar-

rassingly I had to cancel the next day because I was bedridden due to a back injury from lifting material while making 

concrete. Very strangely, I was completely healed and pain-free in 3 days (as opposed to 18 months from the last similar 

episode), and I later learned that several people from the water committee I would have hiked with had covid-19 that 

same week. I would have almost certainly contracted the virus had I gone on that hike. The family members of my 

“abuela” asked me to go pick up her body almost 2 hours away at the hospital to bring her back to the village for burial. I 

agreed (I couldn’t say no), but as I was walking out the door they called and said the chief had managed to arrange 

hearse service through the authorities. Admittedly, I was very relieved. It was a difficult decision, but we decided not to 

attend the funeral gathering knowing that many people there were sick. 

 Shortly after we traveled to the city and a few days later received the shocking news that Pastor Rito Ismare 

passed away, also having developed pneumonia after contracting covid-19. This was much more unexpected because 

he was in good health as far as we knew (he totally recovered from a gunshot wound in the shoulder/chest just last 

year), having worked with me on water systems as a mason while preaching and encouraging in the villages. He was the 

previous Wounaan national chief and of much authority in word and action with an impeccable reputation. Colleen re-

members our last trip together a few months ago as he bore the sun for 4 hours in the dugout canoe while holding an 

umbrella for his wife, Elisa, the whole time. We felt compelled that I should go to the home to take the family assistance 

since there is little in the way of social safety nets, especially during this pandemic. I arrived at the home and talked with 

the family for a while outside. As I was preparing to leave, Elisa awoke from her exhaustion and requested, via one of her 

children, that I come inside to talk and pray. Some had on masks, most didn’t. I knew she and others there had contract-

ed the virus (one of her adult children was hospitalized with it the following day), but I couldn’t say no. I went into the 

small, dark bedroom and sat on a short bench in arms reach of the bed to put my hand on Elisa. A very elderly lady (with 

no mask) came in behind me and managed to fit on the bench with me. And to my surprise, most of the adult children 

filed in behind. After our time together, I departed and drove a short ways down the road before stopping to change my 

mask and douse myself in rubbing alcohol while praying earnestly. Tomorrow will mark 14 days, and we are all healthy, 

praising God for that and continuing to remember so many people that are not healthy and/or are mourning loved ones. 

 As a side note, there seems to be a stigma here regarding dying from covid-19. Both of these families we love 

asserted that these deaths were caused by pneumonia and that both my abuela and Pastor Rito had already overcome 

covid-19 (for which they tested positive) before succumbing to lung infection. 

 Colleen reflects… I remember at the start of this all (In March), I wondered, is this really real? We have known so 

many people here now that have had it, most of which have fortunately recovered. Just last week, my sister asked me, 

as other friends from the states have, “Do you even know anyone that has had this?” So why are some of us in such de-

nial about what is going on right now? How is this impacting our worldview? our focus? our eternity? 

Love, peace, and health to all, the Fosters 
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 Rick Eshbaugh - Central District 

Minister, Chair of Congolese Task Force  

Last week at the online Congolese Summit hosted by USMB, Nzuzi 
Mukawa (MB mission leader in Congo) stated “diaspora is the new 
strategy of the Lord for gospel proclamation.”  The Congolese 
churches emerging across America are one of the Lord’s mission 
strategies to reach our cities with the gospel.  At the same time, 
Nzuzi said, “Covid is reminding us that we need the Lord and each 
other in the family of God as never before.”  Relief efforts through 
USMB and MB Foundation have assisted Congolese churches in 
America.  In Congo, Multiply has assisted families in Western and 
Eastern Congo with both urgent food aid and health care assis-
tance.  

Terry Hunt spoke at the summit on the theme of racial justice.  He 
reminded us that God created one human race in His image 
(Genesis 1:27), not many races.  He asked the Congolese leaders if 
they had experienced racism in America.  Claude Tambo Tambo 
shared that the Church was called to teach and model a different 
culture to the world.  A culture of acceptance, forgiveness and love 
through Christ.  What Claude didn’t share was that he had seen 
many of his friends and family killed in Africa because of tribal-
ism.  The sin of devaluing others is on every continent and it is one 
of the reasons why God sent his Son to die for us.  When we un-
derstand that God valued every person on this planet enough to 
send his Son, we will value ourselves and each other in new 
ways.    

Native Americans and Canadians are reminding us that our story of 
devaluing the first peoples of North America continues to this 
day.  In BC, most of us live on unceded (non-treaty) land formerly 
the home of many different indigenous nations.  John Johnstone, a 
Leq'a:mel leader and Multiply worker, has challenged us that ra-
ther than treating our environment with respect, we treat it like a 
“hotel room that someone else will have to clean up.”  John is 
teaching us that acknowledging the people who came before us is 
one of the ways we live with gratitude toward our Creator who de-
termined the “times set for them (us) and the exact places where 
they (we) should live.” (Acts 17:26) 

The Church is described in the book of Acts as the people of “the 
Way.”  The Jesus way.  When the Church mirrors our society in self
-protection and self-serving ways we lose our way.  The Jesus way 
engages the Samaritan woman at the well, touches the leper, and 
feeds hungry people.  The Jesus way lives a gospel of reconciliation 
with God, each other, and with creation.  These are challenging 
times to live on mission, but that is the Jesus way!  Thank you for 
walking together in mission, that the world may know.  

 

http://links.mbmission.org/c/4/?T=OTExMDQyMzY%3AMDItYjE5MjEyLWRlZDE1ZWQzY2M4NzQxNjlhMzA0MThjMWJkYzg3N2Yx%3AcGluZWFjcmVzQHBpbmVhY3Jlcy5vcmc%3AY29udGFjdC1jYjkzNjdhZWM0NzllNDExODBkMjAwMTU1ZDg4ZTYyOC0yNWRhOGRhNjcwNTY0MmNkOGUxMzAzMzdjZDk5ZGU5OA%3AZmFsc2U%3AMQ
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The Food Pantry is a ministry in which our church helps, along with other churches in Weatherford.  They ask 

each church in town to provide something each month for the pantry.  During the month of SEPTEMBER our 

church is asked to provide canned white and sweet potatoes.  These donations can be left on 

the North counter in the kitchen and they will be delivered to the pantry.  The Food Pantry 

provides a valuable service to people who are really in need in our community. Please Give! 

F o o d  P a n t r y  

 

 

The August edition of On the Level is now available from Mennonite Disaster Ser-

vice. In our current issue, you can read how MDS volunteers with Early Response 

Teams are working in Iowa, engineers roll up their sleeves in West Virginia and 

help build bridges they designed, and you'll learn how MDS is cautiously planning 

for a few projects this fall.   

 

Click on this link to read more: https://conta.cc/3gfccYK 

 

WWW.UNCOMMON is on hiatus until further notice 

because of the Coronavirus.  Be watching for infor-

mation about when they will resume meeting. 
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 Eighteen 8-

Trackers traveled to 

Gloria’s Kitchen in 

Hinton on a cloudy, 

cool Sunday after our 

worship service.  We 

had the back room all 

to ourselves and we 

enjoyed a great time 

of fellowship and 

good food.  While we 

were there, we sched-

uled our next event so 

we could be sure and 

get it in.   

 The next event 

will be on Saturday 

because this place 

isn’t open on Sun-

days.  Saturday, Sep-

tember 19th we will 

leave the church at 

3:00 pm and travel to 

Roman Nose State 

Park to eat at Foggy 

Bottom.  We have 

heard great things 

about this place and 

know that we will 

have to get there early to avoid the rush.  We hope 

that many more can go with us!  Please sign up at 

the Information Booth so we know how many to tell 

them are coming. 

8 - T r a c k s  



 

 

 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

        

   1 
6:30  pm—
Men’s Bible 

Study 

2 
10:00 am—Ministerial 

Alliance 

6:00 pm—Treehouse 

6:00 pm—Forge 

 

3 
9:00 am—

Encouragers 

4 
 

5 
  

  

  

  

  

6 
9:30 am – SS/ABF 

10:30 am—Prayer 
10:30 am – Worship 

11:00 am—KOW 

8:00 pm—812 

7 
Church Office 

Closed 

8 
6:30  pm—
Men’s Bible 

Study 

 

9 
6:00 pm—Treehouse 

6:00 pm—Forge 

 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
9:30 am – SS/ABF 

9:30 am—New Members 

10:30 am—Prayer 
10:30 am – Worship 

11:00 am—KNOW 

2:00 pm—Miller Baby 

Shower 

8:00 pm—812 

 

20 
9:30 am – SS/ABF 

9:30 am—New Members 

10:30 am—Prayer 
10:30 am – Worship 

11:00 am—KNOW 

7:00 pm—Deacon Meeting 

8:00 pm—812 

 
 

27 
9:30 am – SS/ABF 

10:30 am—Prayer 
10:30 am – Worship 

11:00 am—KNOW 

2:00 pm—Penner Wedding-

Shower 

8:00 pm—812 

14 
9:00 am—Staff 

Meeting 
 

6:30  pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 
 

6:00 pm—

Overseers 

 

 
 

 21 
9:00 am—Staff 

Meeting 

6:30  pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

 

 

 
 

28 
9:00 am—Staff 

Meeting 

6:30  pm—Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

15 
6:30  pm—
Men’s Bible 

Study 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

22 
6:30  pm—
Men’s Bible 

Study 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

29 
6:30  pm—
Men’s Bible 

Study 
 

 

16 
6:00 pm—Treehouse 

6:00 pm—Forge 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

23 
6:00 pm—Treehouse 

6:00 pm—Forge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 
6:00 pm—Treehouse 

6:00 pm—Forge 

 
 

 

 

17 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

24 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

19 
3:00 pm—8-

Tracks to 
Swadley’s  at 

Roman Nose 
 

 

 

 

26 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



17—Kelsey Chipman 

17—William Hawkins 

17—William Knop 

18—Lucy Chipman 

18—Wayne Schrock 

19—David Schoenhals 

23—Rick Miller 

25—Rachelle Schrock 

27—Neelie Lindamood 

27—Lyndon Harms 

27—Cara Williams 

28—Holly Funk 

29—Tinlee Chase 

30—Hunter Schrock 

BIRTHDAYS 

  1—Scott Fite 

  2—Cooper Bell 

  2—Luke Jett 

  5—Rylee Adams 

10—Brooklyn Funk 

10—Brilyn Funk 

10—Julie Williams 

11—Annalise Bull 

11—Terry Pearcy 

12—Nancy Fast 

14—Rebecca Miller 

16—Justin Blatnick 

ANNIVERSARIES 

    6—Steve and Beth Frantz 

  21—Monte and Debra Gray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1321 Lark Street 

Weatherford, OK  73096 

Phone: 580-772-2190 

Fax: 580-772-7190 

Email: pineacres@pineacres.org 

 

Pastor:   Brian Harris 

Associate Pastor:   Tony Cannon 

Youth Pastor:  Dave Stegall 

Children’s Director:  Carrie Schmidt 

Early Childhood Director:  Stephanie Harris 

Worship Leaders:  Tom Cox, Rebecca Manney 

Office Manager:  Nancy Fast 

WE’RE ON THE  WEB: 

PINEACRES.ORG 


